Constitution of the Swim Club

A Georgia Tech Student Organization

Adopted:  Feb 23, 2000

Preamble

We, the members of the Swim Club, do hereby ordain and certify this constitution as the framework by which our organization shall operate.

Article I.  Name.

The name of this organization shall be the Swim Club, a Georgia Tech Student Organization, hereafter referred to as “SC”.

Article II.  Purpose.

The purpose of the SC is to provide a structured swimming workout for the physical, competitive, intellectual, social, and emotional benefits of its members.

Article III.  Membership.

Section 1:
Regular Member – Any full-time or co-op, graduate or undergraduate, Georgia Tech student in good standing, full-time staff member, or faculty member may join.  However, only students are voting members.

Section 2:
Associate Member – Anyone who has received a diploma from Georgia Tech may join as an alumni member.

Section 3:
There will be no maximum number of members.  Membership selection is in compliance with Georgia Tech rules, regulations, and policies.

Section 4:
Dues shall be collected after a trial period set by the Executive Board.  Dues for membership in the SC shall be $45 for the Fall and Spring semesters or $80 for the two semesters.  Summer semester dues will be determined separately by the Executive Board.

Section 5:
All members must be in satisfaction with the mandated dues requirement.

Section 6:
All members shall uphold the Constitution and seek to achieve its purpose.

Article IV.  Meetings.

Section 1:
The SC shall have a minimum of one general meeting per semester during the fall and spring semesters.  These meetings will be held at the Georgia Tech Aquatic Center.

Section 2:
The Rule contained in Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the Executive Board in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Constitution and special rules adopted by the Board.

Article V.  Elections.

Section 1:
Only Regular members who are Georgia Tech students may vote in elections for the Executive Board.

Section 2:
All members who are eligible to vote and attend an average of at least one practice per week shall be eligible to hold office.

Section 3:
Nominations will be taken at the first meeting of November.  Members may be nominated by another member or through self-nomination.

Section 4:
Officers shall be elected by secret ballot at the first meeting of the first full week following the conclusion of nominations.  A majority of the total votes cast is needed to win.  In the event that no single candidate receives a majority of votes, a runoff between the top two candidates shall be held during the same meeting.  In the event of a tie in the runoff, the officer shall be appointed by the faculty advisor.

Section 5:
The term of office shall be one year commencing immediately following the election.

Section 6:
If an officer resigns or is removed, new elections shall be held for that position.  The new officer’s term shall last until the recently-resigned officer’s term would have expired.

Section 7:
New offices may be created by a three-fourths majority of officers.

Section 8:
Members shall be notified of the election time, date, place, and possible candidates by e-mail at least one week prior to elections.

Section 9:
Elections may be conducted at a SC practice or at a SC meeting.

Section 10:
An office may be removed by a 100% vote of the Executive Board.

Article VI.  Executive Board.

Section 1:
The SC shall have a President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  All members of the Executive Board must be Regular, student members in good standing.

Section 2:
Duties of the President include:



Running SC general meetings.


Serving as a liaison to administration and other student organizations.



Completion of all required forms.


The submission of membership lists and schedules to the sports club office.


Approval of the expenditure of funds in accordance with the desire of members.


Updating the club Constitution.


Oversight of fund-raisers.


Insuring the club abides by Institute policies and procedures.


Additional duties as outlined by the sports club office.

Section 3:
Duties of the Vice President include:




Making all travel arrangements.




Publicity of club activities.




Supervising fundraising events.




Insuring the club abides by Institute policies and procedures.




Additional duties as outlined by the President.

Section 4:
Duties of the Secretary include:

Keeping records of swim club competitions (such as results from meets and SC top times/records).




Keeping updated membership lists.




Recording minutes of club meetings.




Insuring the club abides by Institute policies and procedures.




Additional duties as outlined by the President.

Section 5:
Duties of the Treasurer include:




Preparation of the yearly budget.




Collection of funds.




Depositing funds.




Insuring the club abides by Institute policies and procedures.




Additional duties as outlined by the President.

Section 6:
The following shall be the procedure for removing an officer:  The written motion to remove an officer shall be submitted to a member of the Executive Board with the signatures of at least five current Regular members.  A vote will occur at the next meeting.  A quorum of 75% of Regular Members is required for this vote.  A two-thirds majority is required for the removal of an officer.  If a quorum is not realized, the matter will be tabled until the following meeting.


The removal will be effective immediately.  To fill the vacant position, nominations will take place at that meeting to be voted upon at the next meeting.

Article VII.  Committees & Divisions

Section 1:
The SC maintains a webpage for the purpose of promoting awareness of the SC.  At least one person shall agree to be designated by the Executive Board to be responsible for upkeep of the webpage.  This person may be an officer or a Regular Member.

Article VIII.  Affiliations.

Section 1:
The SC is a member of the Atlantic States Conference, an organization of non-varsity collegiate swimming programs.

Article IX.  Advisor.

Section 1:
The SC shall have an advisor.

Section 2:
Duties of the advisor include:



Attendance of club meetings.



Assistance of officers and members.



Assistance in project planning.



Serving as an information source.


Serving as a liaison to administration and other student organizations.


Assistance in the development of goals and objectives.


Provision of guidance and leadership for the club.


Oversight of preparation and development of club budget.

Article X.  Amendments.

Section 1: 
An amendment to the Constitution may be proposed at any time by a voting member.

Section 2:
Amendments to the Constitution must be ratified by 100% of the Executive Board.

Section 3:
Upon approval by the Executive Board, it must provide written notification to all members by mail or email at least 2 weeks in advance of any proposed changes in the constitution and the date, time, and place of the meeting for ratification.

Section 4:
After the 2 week period, the SC will hold a general meeting in which 75% of present members must approve the amendment to the Constitution for ratification.  Only Regular, student members may vote on Constitutional changes.

Section 5:
Amendments are subject to the approval by the Student Government Association (SGA) and the Student Activities Committee (SAC).

Article XIII.  Bylaws.

Section 1:
Any paying member of the SC in good standing may attend competitions held at Georgia Tech.

Section 2:
Only paying members of the SC who have attended an average of at least one practice per week may attend competitions held away from Georgia Tech.

